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SUB J : PEOPLE'S POWER - FUTURE PROBLEMS 

1 . THREE WEEKS AFTER THE MOMENTOUS EVENTS IN SEBHA WE SEE THE 
DIM OUTLINES OF PROBLEMS THAT QADHAFI MAY HAVE CREATED FOR 
HIMSELF IN ESTABLISHING PEOPLE’S POWER. REACTIONS. BOTH 
DIRECT AND INDIRECT FROM A CROSS SECTION OF LIBYANS, INDICATE 
THAT FOLLOWING EARLY EUPHORIA BY SOME ELEMENTS OF THE 
POPULATION CONSIDERABLE CONCERN OVER THE STATUS OF ISLAM IS 
DEVELOPING. 

2. PREVIOUS MESSAGES HAVE REPORTED THE RESISTANCE TO 
CHANGING LIBYA'S NAME BASED ON THE CONCERN OF THE PEOPLE 
THAT THE ISLAMIC NATURE OF LIBYAN SOCIETY MIGHT BE 
JEOPARDIZED. THE EXTENSIVE VISIT AND GREAT PUBLICITY GIVEN 
TO THE VISIT OF FIDEL CASTRO HAS ACCENTUATED THESE CONCERNS 
SINCE MEDIA COVERAGE OF THE CASTRO VISIT TENDED TO EMPHASIZE 
HIS PRONOUNCEMENTS ON LIBYAN SOCIALISM. 

3. ALSO APPREHENSION OVER THE SECURPIY OF ISLAM 
WAS INCREASED BY QADHAFI'S ASSERTION (MAR 7 SPEECH) 
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THAT LEARNED RELIGIOUS AUTHORITIES NEED NOT BE HEEDED. 

HE CONTENDED THAT THE KORAN WAS OPEN TO ALL AND THAT 
THE SO-CALLED WISE MEN OF ISLAM WERE REACTIONARIES 
IN DISGUISE. HE SUGGESTED HE WAS PERHAPS MORE 
QUALIFIED TO INTERPRET THE DUATHOLY BOOK. IN A HITHERTO 
UNRELEASED PORTION OF HIS MARCH 7 SPEECH QADHAFI 
IS QUOTED AS SAYING THAT THE HOLY KORAN WAS BROAD 
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ENOUGH TO ENCOMPASS THE PHILOSOPHIES OF BOTH COMMUNISM 
AND SOCIALISM AND HENCE THE SOCIALIST NATURE OF L IBYA 
WAS FULLY IN ACCORDANCE WITH ISLAMIC TRADITIONS. 

4. LIBYANS ARE FUNDAMENTALLY VERY CONSERVATIVE BOTH 
SOCIALLY AND RELIGIOUSLY. QADHAFI'S EFFORT TO 
MODERNIZE SOCIETY AND MOVE IT ALONG PROGRESSIVE 
LINES MAY WELL FIND GROWING RESISTANCE FROM THIS 
BASICALLY CONSERVATIVE SOCIETY. CERTAINLY HIS RECENT 
ASSERTIONS WILL PROVIDE FUTURE OPPONENTS WITH A 
HIGHLY EXPLOITABLE SET OF ISSUES. 

CARLE 
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